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WEDDING OF THE YEAR

How did you feel when you found 
out you’d won your heat?

We were very surprised and celebrated with a 
meal back at The Kings Arms, Christchurch 
where we were married.

Can you tell us about the overall look of 
your big day? 
Our autumnal theme allowed us to draw on all 
the colours, textures and beauty of the season. 
We included pine cones and conkers, with 
wood slices for our cake stand and table 
centrepieces, and sycamore seeds as confetti. 
Our colour scheme contrasted brighter shades 
with more natural, earthy tones and touches of 
teal to tie the whole look together.  Jamie is a 
big film and comic book fan so we 
incorporated this in the invites and table plan, 
we had confetti holders made from vintage 
comic pages, comic-themed cufflinks and 
added an X-Men logo to the buttonholes.

What did you enjoy most about 
organising your wedding?
Adding the personal touches, such as using old 
family photos as pew ends instead of flowers, 

asking guests to design their own superhero 
for the RSVPs and compiling the big-day 
soundtrack.

What was the trickiest thing to arrange?
Completing the playlist for the evening do. We 
were a little over-ambitious and thought we’d 
be able to whittle down the options in no 
time. However, at one point we had about 11 
hours of music, which was really unrealistic!

Were any of your suppliers extra helpful?
We were very impressed by the professionalism 
and ‘can-do’ attitude of all of our suppliers. 
Staff at The Kings Arms made our lives very 
easy and were always on hand to answer 
specific requests or panic phone calls.

 What was the best bit of advice you 
received when planning your big day?
One of my work colleagues suggested using an 
agreed code word as a signal to each other if 
the wedding planning was getting too much. 
At times it can feel quite intense and being 
able to take a break with just a word, helped 
reduce our stress levels.

Vicki and Jamie Bishop were crowned winners of the second 
round of our Wedding of the Year competition. Here Vicki 
tells us more about their big day...

Congratulations

Vicki & Jamie’s contact book

Photographer 
Anna Morgan Photography
www.annamorganphotography.co.uk

Venue
The Kings Arms
www.thekings-christchurch.co.uk

Bride’s dress and accessories
Victoria Valentine Bridal
www.victoriavalentinebridal.com

Bride’s make-up
Makeup by Tara
www.makeupbytara.co.uk

Groom and groomsmen’s suits
All Aspects Wedding Services
www.allaspectsweddingservices.co.uk

Bridesmaids’ dresses
Future Brides
www.futurebrides.co.uk

Rings
Sugar Mango
www.sugarmango.co.uk

Flowers
Simply Flower
www.simplyflower.co.uk

Vicki & Jamie  

National winners 
The winners of our Wedding of the Year 
competition will also get the chance to win 
the national title and a fabulous grand prize 
of a three-night mini-moon at the 
award-winning Palais Namaskar in 
Marrakech, on a half board basis in a Pool 
Villa complete with return airport transfers 
– worth £3,000!

Nestled between the Atlas Mountains 
and the Djebilet Hills, the luxury hotel, 
which opened in April, 2012, as part of the 
Oetker Collection, is an idyllic resort of 41 
suites, villas and palaces. Surounded by 
Balinese-inspired gardens, with cascading 
water features and lakes, the spot boasts 
three restaurants, a stylish rooftop bar and 
an indulgent spa – perfect for newlyweds. 

Visit www.palaisnamaskar.com
There will be 17 winning couples from 

all over the country, and they’ll all be 
eligible for the national title. Each wedding 
will be considered by a panel of editors, 
who’ll look at all the gorgeous details, read 
about the most memorable moments of the 
day, sigh over the stunning photos and, in 
the end, select the couple they think 
deserve to be crowned National Wedding of 
the Year winners. 
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