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Real weddings

Photography | Anna Morgan

Driftwood accessories, hanging lanterns, and blue and cream  
hues brought Gabby and James’s coastal celebration to life 

BEAUTY ON 
THE BEACH 

THE COUPLE

Gabby & James
Gabby Palmer, 33, and James Taylor, 
35, held their ceremony at the Wedding 
Beach Hut followed by a reception at 

The Green House Hotel, Bournemouth

T hey say home is where the heart 
is, so it was only fitting for Gabby 
and James to choose the beach in 

Gabby’s home town of Bournemouth for 
their big-day ceremony. ‘Every summer, 
we would holiday in a beach hut. So when 
I discovered you could get married in one, 
it seemed meant to be,’ says Gabby. 

The ceremony was filled with individual 
touches, including walking down the aisle 
to Bob Marley’s One Love played on the 
steel drums, personalised vows, a poem  
by one of their best men, and a quote from 
Les Misérables, Gabby’s favourite book.

Following the ceremony, guests climbed 
aboard a land train that transported them to 
their evening venue – where, instead of the 
usual three-course meal, the sweet-toothed 
couple opted for afternoon tea, followed 
by a barbecue later that night. Continuing 
with the seaside theme, the reception 
tables were adorned with driftwood 
centrepieces, sailing boats, rope, shells and 
starfish, with lanterns hanging from above. 

For her big-day look, Gabby was inspired 
by the 1930s and wore a bespoke dress by 
Zoe Lem. She finished off her style with 
flashes of striking red, including a bolero 
jacket, heels, nail polish and lipstick. James 
wore a grey-blue suit from Reiss, which tied 
in with the pale blue bridesmaids’ dresses.

After an evening of dancing to mash-ups 
by the couple’s favourite band, Oomph, 
guests tucked into a ‘naked’ wedding cake 
for their delicious budget-savvy dessert. 
‘One of my favourite photos is of me taking 
a huge bite out of it!’ says Gabby.

THE DREAM TEAM
Photography 
annamorganphotography.co.uk 
Bride’s dress zoelem.co.uk
Grooms suit reiss.com
Ceremony beachweddings 
bournemouth.co.uk
Reception thegreenhouse 
hotel.co.uk
Cake sweetcheeks.bakehouse.co.uk
Flowers arcadeflowers.co.uk
Decorations coastalcreatives.co.uk

COAST STORY 
Each table was named  
after a beach the couple 
had travelled to together. 
‘Our top table was the 
beach we planned to 
visit on our honeymoon,’ 
explains Gabby.  


